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ABSTRACT

Although Heart of Darkness is an earlier modernist novel than A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, both novels
incorporate autobiographical elements which project the authors’ traumatic experiences with the nihilistic practices in
their societies. This paper examines fiction and autobiography with reference to Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness and
James Joyce’s A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Manwith the aim of illustrating that these authors integrate personal life
experiences in their fictional woks to project their feelings and thoughts about the modernist experience. The
autobiographical undertones therefore give the modernist novel its strength. Using theNew Historicist theoretical
approach, this article is predicated on the assumption that the modernist consciousness in Joseph Conrad’s Heart of
Darkness and James Joyce s A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man is enriched by the autobiographical undertones. In
other words, the protagonists in both works reflect their authors’ life experiences. Conrad and Joyce use their protagonists
as mouthpieces to project individual freedom and the bestial part of man. Conrad envisions a life of honesty, sincerity,

justice, fidelity and restraint while Joyce proposes justice, truth and individual freedom
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